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Born and raised in Tunisia and then in Paris, Henri Bava began his studies with 
a degree in plant biology at the University of Paris-Orsay. Always interested in 
the living but from other angles, he joined the ‘École Nationale Supérieure du 
Paysage de Versailles ‘(ENSP) in 1980, while taking directing courses at the 
Jacques Lecoq International Theater School in Paris. He obtained his state 
diploma of a landscape architect (DPLG) in 1984 and worked for a year in the 
practice of Michel Corajoud, who had been his diploma director. In 1986, with 
his current partners, he founded Agence Ter. Only three years after obtaining 
his degree in landscape design, he returned to the Versailles school ENSP, 
where he taught for 10 years alongside his professional practice: during this 
period, after the departure of Michel Hössler for French Guiana, the Paris 
studios were directed by Bava & Philippe. From 1993 to 1997 he was 
landscape consultant to the State for the Eure department, and Bava was 
elected president of the French Landscape Federation, a responsibility he held 
between 1996 and 1998. It was on this date that he settled in Germany, 
leading the realisation of the Aqua Magica park project near Hanover and 
becoming full professor and director of the landscape department of the faculty 
of architecture of the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), where he still 
teaches today. He developed a branch of Agence Ter in Karlsruhe in 2000, 
where he managed projects for the development of large transnational 
territories, the requalification of industrial wasteland and the construction of 
major public spaces such as in Duisburg’s Square of Koënig Heinrich. Six years 
later, he was elected member of the Berlin Academy of Arts. He returned as a 
director of Agence Ter’s Paris studios in 2007, and in 2010 was elected 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the National School of Nature and 
Landscape of Blois (ENSNP). Called in 2010 to the Graduate School of Design 
at Harvard University by Charles Waldheim, director of the landscape 
department, Bava teaches there on occasion, in 2011, leading a design studio 
alongside Olivier Philippe and Michel Hössler. Henri Bavi is currently President 
of the French Federation of Landscape Architects (FFP) 
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